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First off, I must point out that I work about eight blocks away from the infamous Five Points

intersection in New York City. Also, I am very familiar with American history. With these two points

mentioned, I will say that I thoroughly enjoyed and learned alot from this book. If you are

considering reading "Five Points", it is very important that you assess beforehand what you hope to

get out of this book. It has the potential to be either VERY rewarding and informative to you OR, to

bore the life out of you and make you want to fling it in the trash! This book is certainly NOT for the

casual reader. It is remarkably detailed and meticulous in research chock full of 66 pages of

footnotes and a small font, select bibliography of five pages. I had the great advantage of being able

to walk over on my lunch hour and follow the included maps around the neighborhood to see where

these locations were and, in some cases, see the still standing buildings mentioned in the text. If

you are not from New York City or familiar with it's history, this book can be painfully tedious. If this

book was a college course, I would estimate it to be either of the 300 or 400 level.Some may take

issue with the way the material is arranged. Trying to write about a whole neighborhood with so

many layers of diverse history is no easy task. I personally enjoyed the format once I got used to it.

Anbinder starts each chapter with a prologue vignette of a few pages describing an event or person

who well exemplifies the topic following in the main chapter. I found myself going back at the end of

each chapter and re-reading the prologue with the new information just gleaned in mind.
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